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It is with great pleasure that we publish the Proceedings of the 12th Halon Options Technical 
Working Conference.  As recently as seven months ago, it was not clear that the meeting 
would happen.  After its founding by Dr. Robert Tapscott of the New Mexico Engineering 
Research Institute and its capable stewardship by Bob and Dr. Douglas Mather, and after the 
Conference had emerged as the prime venue for technical and programmatic interchange in 
this field, it appeared that organizational issues within the Institute might lead to its 
termination.  Fortunately, this meeting was deemed important to the Department of Defense’s 
Next Generation Fire Suppression Technology Program, and a rapid resurgence took place.  
Potential attendees and authors were contacted via an extensive e-mail network.  Gamboa 
International Corp. assumed responsibility for the Conference arrangements.  The result was a 
meeting that matched its predecessors in content and attendance. 
  
This was the first electronic HOTWC.  Virtually all the presentations were computer-driven.  By 
acclimation, these Proceedings, generated electronically on compact disc, will replace the prior 
bound volume.  Both the presentations and the papers will also be available on the HOTWC 
web site: 
  

www.bfrl.nist.gov/866/HOTWC. 
  
Encouraged by this success, we expect continuation of the Conference as long as there are 
new developments to present and discuss.  Stay tuned to the web site for details. 
  
To see the papers click on Table of Contents link on the toolbar at the top of the page. The 
table of contents are laid out by the sessions. Clicking on the title of each talk brings up a pdf 
of the talk. 
  
The documents are in pdf, requiring Adobe Acrobat Reader to access the files. To install 
Adobe Acrobat Reader, go to the Software link in the Tool Bar at the top of the page. 
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